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02 ACRONYMS & ABBREVIATIONS 

PWDs People with Disabilities 

CRPD Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities 

UN CRPD 

SDGs 

SCT 

NSO 

SNE 

TVET 

ICT 

LGBT 

PODCAM 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities 

Sustainable Development Goals 

Social Cash Transfer 

National Statistics Office 

Special Needs Education 

Technical Vocational Education and Training 

Information and Communication Technology 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 

Parents of Disabled Children Association of Malawi 
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04 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

THAT FOCUS ON DISABILITY 

Disability is explicitly included in seven targets under five goals of the SDGs . These 

are on education, economic growth and employment, reduce inequality within and among 

countries and promoting the social, economic and political inclusion of all including PWDs, 

accessibility of human settlements, and data collection including monitoring of the SDGs. 

Several indicators that are intended to measure the progress made for PWDs in the 

implementation of the SDGs were established by the United Nations. The following are the 

SDGs and their indicators that are focusing on disability monitoring data. 

05 PREVALENCE OF DISABILITY IN MALAWI 

According to 2018 Malawi Population and Housing Census, about 10.4 percent of the 

population aged 5 years and older in Malawi had at least one type of disability, 10 percent 

were males and 11 percent females. Out of the 1,556,670 persons with at least one type 

of disability, 49 percent had difficulty seeing, 24 percent had difficulty hearing, 27 percent 

had difficulty walking/climbing, 9 percent had difficulty speaking.9 16 percent of the persons 

with disabilities, had intellectual difficulties while 8.5 percent had problems with self-care. 

Persons with albinism accounted for 0.8 percent (134,636) of the total population.10 

The Ministry of Gender, Children Disability and Social Welfare is mandated to promote 

gender equality and protect the welfare of Malawian women, men, girls and boys with 

special focus on PWDs and older persons to become self-reliant and active participants and 

beneficiaries of the national socio-economic development agenda. 

9National Statistical Office. /2018) 2018 Malawi Population and Housing Census. Zomba: National Statistical Office. 

10 National Statistical Office. /2018) 2018 Malawi Population and Housing Census. Zomba: National Statistical Office. 6 
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FIGURE 2: PARTICIPATION RATE IN ORGANISED LEARNING (ONE YEAR 
BEFORE THE OFFICIAL PRIMARY ENTRY AGE), BY DISABILITY TYPE

Source: National Statistics Office, 2008 Population and Housing Census.

FIGURE 3: SCHOOL COMPLETION RATES FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
FOR BOTH STUDENTS WITH AND WITHOUT DISABILITIES, 2008/2009

Source: Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, 2018; National Statistics Office, 2008 Population and Housing Census.







FIGURE 6: UNEMPLOYMENT RATES BY DISABILITY STATUS 
AND SEX (15-24), 2008 - 2018 

Source: National Statistics Office, 2008 Population and Housing Census and 2018 Population and Housing Census.

FIGURE 7: UNEMPLOYMENT RATES BY DISABILITY STATUS 
AND SEX (25-64), 2008 - 2018



FIGURE 8: PROPORTION OF PEOPLE (15-64 YEARS OLD) EMPLOYED IN INFORMAL SECTORS 
(SELF EMPLOYED AS A PROXY) BY DISABILITY STATUS AND SEX, 2008

Source: National Statistics Office, 2008 Population and Housing Census.

FIGURE 9: PROPORTION OF YOUTH (15-24 YEARS OLD) 
NOT IN EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT OR TRAINING, 2008-2018

Source: National Statistics Office, 2008 Population and Housing Census.



FIGURE 10: PROPORTION OF PEOPLE IN MANAGERIAL POSITIONS 
BY DISABILITY STATUS AND SEX, 2008

Source:  National Statistics Office, 2008 Population and Housing Census.










